EPA (Orders CF Industries to End
Waste: Dlsgharge Into Chickamauga

The Enr hronmental ec-
Agency has ordered CF'
ustries. to stop discharg-
ing untreated industrial
waste into Chickamauga
Lake by ! ept. 9.

James Dickerson, CF plant
manager , said that it now
appears that if the plant is
forced t) stop the discharge
officials will have to shut
down the: plant, an action he
said wouild cost the company
about $100,000 a day.

CF officials, however, are
conside:sing other alterna-
tives, .Dickerson said. “We
have :3averal days to decide
exactly’ what our best ap-
proaclt to the problem will
be. We: are considering nego-
tiating with them (EPA)

furthe:r before making a defi- .

nite lecision, and they have

indicated that they are will-
ing to talk.” -

“It is never easy when
you've got a significant
water pollution control de-
vice and you lose it,”” Dicker-
son said. “It’s your principal
source of operation.”

An explosion at the fertiliz- -
er plant last Friday morning |

destroyed $500,000 in water
pollution control equipment,
and in the wee hours Satur-
day morning, when the
plant’s retention pond was
within one inch of running
over, CF decided to divert
the flow of raw waste water
to the lake.

Paul Traina, director of
EPA’s enforcement division
in Atlanta, said that the EPA

has not concluded that the |

CF discharge repraema a
potential healtA hazard but
has taken administrative ac-
tion against the industry be-
cause the discharge is in vio-
lation of its permit, and thus.
federal law.

He said that if the admin-
istrative order issued Tues:
dav afternoon is not com-
pliea with, £ZPA has the ap-
tion of referring the matter
to the U.S. attorney for ap-
propriate civil and/or crimi-
nal penalty and injunctive
relief. A civil penalty could
be as much as $10,000 per
day, and a criminal penalty -
could be as much as $25,000
per. .day,. he said. ‘Traina,

-however, ‘emphasized ~that
thmhulmdhsrem-l

+ly “options -and that the EPA -
-.lus M‘-m -damnn . to

and the -erdinary receiving

chkersonsmdthatfearof
Tunoff -imto Fryar Braneh is
one reasan that CF sees use

were nenrain\at afl, he con-
tinued, the pond could ac-
comodate 40 ddys’ discharge
Even with- 40 rain-free days,
he said. CF wouid not have
enough time to replace its
water poliwtion  control
equipment.

“If you fill (the pond) with

contaminated .vatu and you
lave a rain, it's BoIng LO go
into Fryar Branch. and we
absoluteiy cannot live with
that.” Dickerson: said. “No
one can.”

Fryar Branch would not

-notify the EPA .no later. Ihm
Sept. 10 whether or not.it has
stopped ‘the .discharge and
requires ‘that industry. -of-
ficials rmake a “‘complete
and thorough -status report’
before EPA officials on a
daily ‘basis the condition of
all treatment lagoons (reten-
non ,ponds) ‘being  mtilized
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